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CREATIVE
CAVENGE

Sculptor and installation
artist Narayan Sinha
talks to Farah Khatoon
about championing
sustainability and
touching the
masses with his art

Erapam Sanha s
A “avenger”
flut he doeant
cunfor m o the
dicthonary
meaning of the
word. Certaindy
his work
vovs picking
up things
discarded by
others, but be s
At artist, beemyvisions art in waste
e bs a magician, who can sssetnibie,
shage, reshige, comtruct,
deconstruct and meuld something
sprectacular from ‘nothing with his
sty of hand. Calourts has bonn a
witness 10 Dis sorvery b tangi i
formes at many venues and his
remarkably stupendous
Irstallation exhibiton Puelight in
2021 has lefta pormmanent Lagpetnt
on not just 12 Queens Pk, but our
mitands as woll The language of his
soulptures s stremg and not

oonfined W any one menaon

The Nadhat! boy, cne of the Nnest
contemporury srtists in lndia win
has trivedled the wordd with s
artwork s, has bageed the covetnd
Artists for the Karth 204 award by
Harstunanthan Neotia and Rarth
Dy Netwerk Indin recently He
recetved the award ot an indimate
crremony hebd at Raswmanch in
Swabhaan | Wo caught upwith the
brave” sculptor who talks about the
anurd, his works betng acguieed by
Warner ros. and Delta Alrfinm,
and why bebs rendy to shed hin
Inhiborions and bet his creative DNA
cutiwect with all

waum
Narwyan' How important is it
o be d by an orge

o Earth Day Incia Network that
Fuly values the ethos
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I am pleased that people are
appreciating my work. It's not
just about the art connoisseurs
who know the complex
language of art at an intellectual
level who are liking it but
people from all
fields are
appreciating my art
in their own way....
This award is
extremely important  § — T —

inmy life because of  |INRRIL o Q1L T 1L fa g
the cause that |
champion, my
practice that is
based on a humble
principle of
sustainability, a
plastic-free world and pollution-free world... It took
years but people listen to my voice now. It's a huge
thing for me that the Earth Day Network India

heard my voice, and decided to acknowledge it
with an award. I'm humbled — Narayan

A FEW OF SINHA'S
RECENT WORKS THAT
WERE ON DISPLAY AT

RAASMANCH |

- -
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and philosophéos of an artist who deafening cacophany. where |
cares for the planet? felt things needed to be

| am pleased that people are changed. It ook years but
ppreciating my work. s not just poople |
about » art connolsseurs who 1KY
know the complex |

Al an intellectua
Tkdng It bt peog
are appreciating Tih \
own way. Belng on Indian ane
Astan artist any award is special }_ Oow important is the
by far the bigpst and

B ien 10 my volce now
thing for me that the
e of an Karth Day Network India heard

d my volor, and decided to
scknow ledge it with an sward
I'm humbled

bt this | accoss bty of art among
the st ard. | am nota the common people, for you,
person who does marketing or apart from art aficionados?
pramotes his art ina st To be hooest, In today’s world
manner; I'm a very quiet person art has been highly

Inmy practice. This aw is COMMNeTY

¢ ~
extremely important in my life b gainst Hbut if an is
othatl made only for o handful of

hat s people who have cconom i

because of thee

champlon, my prx
basod on o humble ;

power, and exhibited in
sustairability, a plast i free world galorios Dreguented by the

and pollution free world. People at alfluent, then that ks not pury
large never talk about all these
things. | grew up in an industrial

AR, A very dusty one witha OCONTDONm



The one that Wamer
Bros. bought is 99
faces of human beings
and is called Mask.
Withit, | depicted the
many layers of a
human’s identity. We
have S0 many layers
that go beyond our
name and gender.
There are unreal
identities, unreal
emotions and every
day we're decoding
them, still, we are
confused and we
don'teven know who
we are.... That was my
idea of the Mask. | hope they (Warner Bros.) understood the
complexity in myart.

Delta Airlines bought a collective palate with mostly recycled
and upcycled objects. | used water purifiers, radiators used in
trucks and cars, and in air conditioners etc. | used the yellow
filter paper and together they became a mark of celebration.
Withthis | drew an analogy with life and how our struggles
and conflicts purify us— Narayan

igopaio
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artfor me and that s not going to work
or me_ am not dotng what | am doing
for anybody; | am deing It for myself
When | started working on my projoects
with metal scraps b front of our factory
prople would often stand for hours and
watch me; they would be curious to
know what | was making So, there has
always boen some sort of Internction
with the common man. From my biase
el am really connected with people
Lam a people’s person. [am an artist
who works at the ground level

When | docided 1o go boyord the gallery
and started doing intersor desdgning or
spoce developenent as [ wouldd rightly call it
Twamted Individuals to come aned inderanct
with it wasnted poople 10 hivea connection
with 1, foel it, exprrienoe it and derdve oy
fron it | strongly el St art shoukd bein
overybody’s e

hile you want your art to reach the

common man, we learnt that your
Installations have boen picked up by
ghobally renowned brands like Warner
Bros. and Delta Altines. How do these
achiovernents make you feel?
Yesu, and | believe 1's 2 big achivvement
for Indianart. Warner Bros, bought my
installation from a show that we bad in
Maimd, US. I hawe information that they
Paave pst {8 In front of their creative
room. Generally, we are not informed
who the collectors are, but we got 10
know that Beverly Hills people are
collecting my things. Delta Alrlines has
put my piece in one of thetr VIP lounges

ofl us More about theso installations.

The one that Warner Bros, bought is
95 faces of human betngs and is callod
Mask. With i1, | depicted the many layers
of 2 huwman's Mentity. We bavve so many
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layers that go beyond our naume and
gender Thete are unreal identithes
unreal emotions and every day we're
decoding them, SUIL we are confused
and we don’t even know who we are. You
and | were very different poople 10 years
Ao the wity you present and
understand your existence now Is very
different, it's a continuous procoess of
growth. Also, when | came to Caloutta or
went 1o g cthes ke Dolhi or Mumbal, |
discovered that people carry afagnde |
am not saving it's bad or good, but |
found many Layers in people. | mn a very
direct person, »o belng 4 newoomer to
the other world, it was very confising
for me. 11 made Hfe more complex. That
was my deaof the Mask. | hope they
(Warner Bros.) understood the
complexity in my art

Delta Alriines bought a coliective palate
with mostly recycied and upcyciedolipcts, |
used warter partfiors, raciators wsed in
trucks and cars, and In air condithonony et
1 usend thee yedlow ey prpey annd togethey
they became s ok of colebiration. With
(his L drew an mnalogy with B and how our
strugades mnd conflicts purify us

hile we il know that you work

mostly with industrial scraps, wo
have a0 seon you dabbling with
different mediuma. Some of the works
displayed here also show your intorest
in painting. Tell us about your mediums
and how you have evolved with them,
Initially, I started with meta) scraps and
worked with fron casting and
aluminiom casting. Later, | started
exploring new mediums and, now, | also
do padnting with waterooiours, wood
carving and bronze casting. | an also
practising acrylic and oll colowr. lam
exploring photography in o krger way

ARCHIVE PICTURES OF NARAYAN SINHA'S
EXHIBIT FIRELIGHT IN 2021
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Earfier | never thought abous wall
are, w0l pow do that as well. 1 alw
want o exploredigitalart Solam
exploring unlmited mediunrms

ot all your artworks have
labols. Can you hirow more
light on the ides bohind this

Inconsistoncy ?

When | creade, | croate with
enorgy. with emotions. Of course,
the suliject has to be significant
and central bat by putting »
single nume, L make itone
dimensdonal, which | don’t want
to 1 en ot Daentline with terms
nnd tithes so | label some and don't
Label others. It completely
depends an my mood. Also ot
Importantly, | foel that the glven
ke b not the viewer"s title They
come from different educitional
back grounds, diflerent sectons,
and different exposures, and |
don’t wani to botthe (hem, rather |
want it 1o kave anopen emied
Interaction with the viewer

our art has ks uniquoness
and you follow your heart and
mind. Have any artists inspired

Q::xd)‘\ work inflaenced my
work. Every day when | practise,
# new workd opens up, 'm
constantly decoding my mind,
I'm decoding my emations KMoas
cnn greminate from anywhern:
Most of the time It happens
organically. | want to play with
scale and size However, thereare
a fow people whose work | really
admire | am ond of Britsh
Indln sculptor Anish Kapoor:
Among Indian artises, |

appreciate Subodh Gupta, |always
ook up to Ganesh Pyne, Hove s
inner world, have evolved
rimensely, | discovered o new e
when [ started travelling abroad
Art breaks barriers. So 'm very
brnve nowadays when [can do
Istrumental work, | cando things
without thinking much about what
peophe will think of me This | have

| Jearnt from the many besve people
| Thavecome across in my life who

have conguored the workd

new from pou?
Tamm working on something that
will make you expersenoe Narayun
Sinha on a langer scale. Since | un
undercontract | won't be able o
shure detalls at this polmt. All you
will have 10 do 15 walt for two years,
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