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A World-Class Creative Arts Lab Makes Hampi Its Base
CITY | TNN | Feb 6, 2024, 13:21 IST

A 9-acre rustic creative sprawl, residency programmes, and proximity to the temple town of Hampi where art, architecture and literature flourished from the 14th to 16th
centuries. There’s nothing more an artist could ask for if they land an opportunity with Hampi Art Labs, which will open on Feb 6. Located near JSW Vidyanagar Township in
Ballari, a locale dotted with hill ranges and boulders, the Hampi Art Labs is evidently a deliberate attempt to undo the tradition of letting urban spaces dictate terms to art and
artists.

Urban areas are expensive for artists, says Madhavi Gore, one of the five artists chosen for the first cohort of the 3-month residency programme that began on Jan 3. “It’s not
just that. A place like Hampi provides the silence that one cannot find in bustling cities,” says Gore, a visual artist engaging the language of abstraction in her drawings, paintings,
performances and crafted soft sculptural forms.

Anirudh Shaktawat, a BFA graduate from The Art Institute of Chicago, finds the residency programme a boon as it provides a platform for production of the art for three months,
instead of mere display. Anirudh is a sculptor who prefers to use waste materials and debris to produce his art.

The architecture of Hampi Art Labs is inspired by the meandering curves of river Tungabhadra, which flows through Hampi. It provides artists on residency with unique production
facilities, an environment to creatively retreat in, and galleries for world-class display.

Drawings on reused paper punctuate the walls of Promiti Hossain’s studio. Motifs of nature — gulmohar flowers, insects, birds, cows, plants — are a recurring theme in her works.
“I paint things that I see. I am trying to find the significance of insignificant things around us,” says Hossain. Promiti studied painting at Kalabhavana, the fine arts department of
Vis va Bharati University, Santiniketan.

Sitting amid vegetation in his studio, contemporary lens-based artist Sharbendu De says he experiments with elements like magical realism, interpretation of dreams and
loneliness. He was a Visiting Artist Fellow at Harvard University in 2022.

Bhasha Chakrabarti, another resident, wants to do her work using banana fibre. She graduated with an MFA from the Yale School and prefers to do her work on a research basis.

The five artists for the residency were chosen by a jury. “They are provided with the platforms according to their areas of interest. Artists from across the world can apply for the
programme, but Indians will get a preference,” says Sangita Jindal, the founder of Hampi Art Labs. The artists are being provided a stipend.

Tarini Jindal Handa, the creative director of the Lab, says the residency aims to increase the visibility of Indian artists on a global stage.

The residency will conclude on March 31. An ‘open studio day’ will be held on March 23 and 24. The inaugural public exhibition ‘Right Foot First’ will end on May 31.

(The author was in Hampi at the invitation of Hampi Art Labs)
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The Boys Of Mount Carmel & THE CO-ED RUSH
CITY | Sruthy Susan Ullas | TNN | Feb 6, 2024, 13:17 IST

Colleges where only girls could join for education once are now welcoming boys with open arms — many see it as a welcome change and a silent indicator of social progress.
Read on to find out how boys learnt to survive as a minority on these campuses, what prompted some of the prestigious educational institutions of Karnataka to embrace the
change, and why some are not ready yet to go for co-ed

When he applied for a master’s programme in Mount Carmel College, Fabil Abdullakutty had no idea that the prestigious institution of Bengaluru admitted only women. Nor did he
know that he was setting himself up to become the first male student in Mount Carmel’s (MCC) 75-year history.

Fabil, an ambitious student from a quaint village in Thrissur district of Kerala, was interviewed online for the admission that happened during the pandemic. “I was taken aback
when the interview faculty told me that MCC was a women’s college and only the post-graduate programmes were open for boys (MCC had opened the PG programmes for boys
in 2016, but none were enrolled until 2021, when Fabil’s admission happened).”

Fabil, who was 22 then, says his heart skipped a beat when he learnt that a total of just three boys had applied for PG courses. “Frankly, I quite did not understand the enormity
of the situation then,” laughs Fabil, who now works in Kerala with Haqdarshak, a platform that connects citizens to welfare schemes. He was admitted to the PG programme in
Public Policy for the academic year 2021-2023, but the first male student of MCC attended the entire first semester classes online.

When he finally strolled into the expanse of MCC in Oct, all he could feel was the awkwardness of being the only man amid a “sea of girl students”. “I got stared as if I were an
alien,” he says.

The initial days were hard for Fabil. He was the only one on the front bench, and was “left out” of assignments whenever Fabil had to pair up with another student. But everything
changed soon. “Everyone began to warm up to me. Classmates — one, two, and then all of sixteen of them — began to share the front bench with me. I became one among
them in no time. The teachers were the sweetest. They ensured I felt at home,” says Fabil.

On the campus, Fabil always stood out in the crowd. His close friends teased him as ‘the boy who survived!’ Naturally, Fabil hoped that the college would admit more boys. “It was
wellequipped and ready in every way to accommodate the other half,” he says.

Fabil’s wish came true soon — the number of applications from male students and their enrolment began to go up at MCC. Today, the college has 19 boys on its campus, with
most of them pursuing electronics.

On Jan 4 this year, the college made the historic announcement that it will open its door for boys in the undergraduate programmes too, which is going to substantially drive up
the number of male students on its rolls. “We have empowered women for several decades. Now, we want to provide our expertise to the other half as well.

It’s an inclusive society that we live in today. Opening doors to boys will increase competition, build greater commitment, increase efficiency and build healthy relationships,” says
Sister Albina, the director of MCC.

THEY STILL GO “GIRLS!”

There were moments of doubt and reflection even for those boys who joined MCC after Fabil. Harsh Vardhan from Nashik, who is doing his MSc in Electronics, recalls how his
father was a bit perplexed at first. “When we were here for admissions, after walking a few metres on the campus, my dad looked around and asked me whether I’m sure about
this decision (of joining a women’s college). Very few colleges offer an MSc in Electronics with the subject combination I wanted, and I knew clearly what I was signing up for.”

Sudrip Dhar, from Agartala, found it suffocating in the first few days but he says he became “a part of the MCC family quickly”. “For me, it was about choosing the best place for
Public Policy. MCC was one of the first colleges to start the programme,” he says.

Harsh finds it amusing that a few teachers sometimes forget that there are boys in the class. “Blame the habit! The days they go ‘Girls!’ while addressing the class, we have a
good laugh. We remind them that we are here too,” he says. “I still remember how sceptical the security guards were initially. They would make us flash the ID card every time
we had to enter the campus.”

Though the overall experience has been “amazing”, boys at MCC are hav ing a tough time finding a decent accommodation nearby. “PGs around the college are run for girls. Even
Vasant Nagar needs to get used to this change (of MCC becoming co-ed),” quips Sudrip, as the boys burst into laughter.

GETTING A SOCIAL LIFE AT MCC

Boys at MCC have found a sound social footing on the campus, just as their peers in other co-ed colleges in Bengaluru. Ved Prakash from Odisha is the elected secretary for
MCC’s Electronics Association. “When we go for fests, students around us double-check everytime we say we are from MCC,” he says.

According to the boys, friend groups usually consist of girls in the class, and boys from other courses.

Teachers say the co-ed switch is leaving a positive impact on academic productivity. “I teach a technical course. With the boys also in class, I find that academics is impacted
positively, especially when there is something to collaborate on. The projects, for instance, have become much more interesting now than in the previous years, possibly because
of the varied interests these students share,” says Suma N, faculty at the department of electronics.

Anitra Blossom, an MCCite who is now in a co-ed class for PG, says it is indeed a welcome change. “We are not the quiet kids anymore!” she exclaims. Boys are pursuing PG
programmes in maths, English and computer science as well.

THE M’LURU STORY

It is not just MCC, but the winds of change are palpable everywhere. Mangaluru’s St Agnes College became the first women’s college on the west coast of India to become co-ed
in 2022-23, as a post centenary project. Of the 2,000 students on its rolls, 200 are boys. The college had decided on 10% reservation for boys in the first year, but raised it to
12% after receiving a good response. In the second year, the reservation was increased to 15%.
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Started a century ago, the college has made remarkable contributions in the field of education. “Back then, there were no opportunities for women. But things have gotten better
now. Further, with families turning nuclear, we believe that it is important that we strike a balance, so that students are also learning to collaborate with a diverse group. The
alumni who went out to the job market also raised the need for a similar atmosphere on the campus,” says Sister M Venissa, principal of St Agnes College.

The faculty were initially worried about a possible dilution of the quality in academics — whether attendance issues would arise, or the college would be able to maintain its track-
record of 100% results. “But we soon realised that our fears were uncalled for,” says Sr Venissa.

WILL JOSEPH’S OPEN FOR ALL?

One of Bengaluru’s flagship schools, the St Joseph’s, opened its gates for girls in 2007 for Class 11 and 12. With girls comprising 35% of these grades currently, the school now
plans to open up the rest of the classes too for girls.

“The National Education Policy clubs grades 9-12 as one unit. So it is only natural that we open up other grades too. The issue for us has been lack of infrastructure. We are now
constructing a new building that will add more classrooms. It is expected to be ready by 2025. After that, we could likely have a co-ed system for all grades,” says Father Sunil
Fernandes, principal of St Joseph’s Boys High School.

The 165-years-old school admitted only boys for close to 150yrs, and was called St Joseph’s European School until 1968. “Now, once we open to girls, we will have to change the
name again, which is a la borious process,” says Fr Sunil. He adds that a mixed classroom offers healthy and holistic growth for students.

PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Modern education for girls in Karnataka began in 1842, when Missionaries started one such school, says A S Seetharamu, former faculty of the Institute of Social and Economic
Change. Within a few years, a vernacular school for Hindu children was founded. The first co-ed school, then called mixed schools, was set up in 1868 in Mysore state. “A report
of DPI for 1875 includes a count of 168 mixed schools, which increased to 341 by 1880.

Since then, there has been a growth of mixed schools, colleges, and universities as the economy of scale and shortage of women teachers hindered separate education of girls,”
he says. “Impetus for co-education got a fillip after 1956, the year of the reorganization of states, along with demand for separate girls schools, colleges etc,” he adds.

In July 2022, the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights recommended the Kerala govt to convert all schools into coeducational institutions from 2023-24. It came in
response to a petition, which argued that gender justice was denied in genderexclusive schools. The Commission has observed that having separate schools for boys and girls can
be seen as a turning away from advanced education and psychological theories.
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